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COMETS, ASTEROIDS AND METEORS 

i. Surah Al-Mulk 67:5 

ْنيَا بَِمَصابِيَح  َماَء الدُّ  َولَقَْد َزيَّنَّا السَّ

67:5 Na kwa hakika tumeipamba mbingu ya 

karibu na duniya kwa mataa, 

[And We have decorated the lowest heaven with 

lamps,] 

َياِطيِن ۖ   َوَجعَْلنَاَها ُرُجوًما ل ِلشَّ

Na tumeyafanya ili kuwapigia mashetani, 

[And have made them as missiles to stone the 

(eavesdropping) devils,] 

  َوأَْعتَْدنَا لَُهْم َعذَاَب السَِّعيِر 

Na tumewaandalia adhabu ya Moto uwakao kwa 

nguvu. 

[And We have prepared for them the punishment 

of a Blazing Fire (of Hell).] 

ii. Surah As-Saffat 37:6-10 

ْنيَا إ إِنَّا َزيَّنَّا السََّماَء الدُّ   

37:6 Na kwa hakika tumeipamba mbingu ya 

karibu na duniya 

[We have beautified (decorated) the heaven 

nearest to the earth] 

  بِِزينٍَة اْلَكَواِكِب 

Kwa pambo la nyota 
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[With the beauty of the stars.] 

اِرٍد  ن كُل ِ َشْيَطاٍن مَّ   َوِحْفًظا م ِ

37:7 Na kulinda na kila shetani asi.  

[And have made them as security against every 

rebellious devil] 

37:8 

عُوَن إِلَى اْلَمََلِ اْْلَْعلَٰى َويُْقذَفُوَن ِمن كُل ِ َجانٍِب    َّلَّ يَسَّمَّ

37:8 Wasiweze kuwasikiza viumbe watukufu 

(Malaika). Na wanafukuzwa huko kila upande. 

[They cannot eavesdrop (listen) on the Higher 

Assembly (of Angels), for they shall be repelled 

(chased away) from all sides] 

37:9 

  ُدُحوًرا ۖ َولَُهْم َعذَاٌب َواِصٌب 

37:9 Wakifukuzwa. Na wanayo adhabu ya 

kudumu. 

[Driven away, with a lasting punishment in store 

for them] 

37:10 

  إَِّلَّ َمْن َخِطَف اْلَخْطفَةَ فَأَتْبَعَهُ ِشَهاٌب ثَاقٌِب  

37:10 Isipokuwa anaye nyakua kitu kidogo 

(katika yanayosemwa na Malaika), na mara 

hufuwatwa na kimondo kinacho ng'ara. 

[But whoever manages to stealthily eavesdrop is 

instantly pursued by a piercing flame.] 
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iii. Surah Al-Jinn 72:8-9  

َء َوأَنَّا لََمْسَنا السََّما  

72:8 Nasi (Ma-jinni) tulizigusa (tulizifikia) 

mbingu, 

[And we (the Jinn) tried to reach the heaven 

  فََوَجْدنَاَها ُمِلئَْت َحَرًسا َشِديًدا َوشُُهًبا 

Na tukaziona zimejaa walinzi wenye nguvu na 

vimondo. 

[But found it filled with powerful guards and 

burning flames (meteors).] 

  َوأَنَّا كُنَّا نَْقعُُد ِمْنَها َمَقاِعَد ِللسَّْمعِ ۖ 

72:9 Na hakika tulikuwa tukikaa humo katika 

baadhi ya makao ili kusikiliza; 

[We used, indeed, to sit there in (hidden) 

stations, to (steal) a hearing;] 

َصًدا    فََمن يَْستَِمعِ اْْلَن يَِجْد لَهُ ِشَهابًا رَّ

Lakini sasa anaye taka kusikiliza atakuta 

kimondo kinamvizia! 

[But anyone trying to listen now (to eavesdrop) 

will find a flaming fire [a (meteor) - shooting 

star] watching him in ambush.] 

TEACHINGS 

i. Stars have three functions: 

(a) As adornment to decorate the heavens  

ْنيَا ِبِزينٍَة اْلَكَواِكِب    إِنَّا َزيَّنَّا السََّماَء الدُّ
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[37:6 We have beautified (decorated) the 

heaven nearest to the earth with the 

beauty of the stars] 

 

   (b) As signs for navigation   

 َوَعََلَماٍت ۚ َوبِالنَّْجِم هُْم يَْهتَُدوَن 

 [16:16 And by landmarks and stars do 

people find their way]. 

 

   (c) As missiles to stone the devils 

َياِطيِن ۖ    َوَجعَْلنَاَها ُرُجوًما ل ِلشَّ

[67:5 And (We) have made them as 

missiles to stone the (eavesdropping) 

devils] 

 

ii. Allah gave the jinn the ability to fly. The 

evil one amongst them (the rebellious 

devils) try to abuse this blessing and fly 

towards the heaven to try and listen to 

the Assembly of Angels.  

- A piercing flame pursues and burns 

him.  

- These are the shooting stars and 

piercing flames that we see targeting the 

jinn, preventing them from getting close 

- This means that some of the shooting 

stars we see guard the heavens against 

rebellious devils to prevent them from 

eavesdropping on the Angels. 

 

iii. The shooting stars have different names 

depending upon their sizes: 
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Asteroid: Asteroids are small rocky bodies 

orbiting the sun. They are like minor planets. 

Asteroids are the leftover rock and other material 

from the formation of the Solar System. These 

rocks were too small to make a planet, some are 

made of carbon or metal. 

Comets: A comet is a ball of mostly ice that 

moves around in outer space. They have long 

"tails" because the Sun melts the ice. 

Meteoroid: A meteoroid is a small rocky or 

metallic body in outer space. When a meteoroid 

enters earth's surface it catches fire. 

 

ASTEROIDS, COMETS AND METEORITES  

Asteroids: Small bodies that revolve around the 

Sun in between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 

Asteroids are most commonly found in the 

Asteroid Belt, which lies between the orbits of 

Mars and Jupiter.  

- Asteroids are small bodies formed of rock and 

metal that orbit the Sun.  

- They’re sometimes called planetoids or minor 

planets, and can also contain organic 

compounds.  

- The smallest asteroids are 10 m in diameter, 

while the largest ones can be many hundreds of 

km in diameter. The largest of the asteroids here 

is the dwarf planet Ceres. 
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- An estimated 1.1 to 1.9 million asteroids larger 

than 1 kilometer are in the Main Asteroid Belt 

between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. And 

there are millions more that are smaller in size.  

Comets: Comets revolve around the Sun in 

highly elliptical orbits and have very long time 

period of revolution. It appears as a bright head 

with a long tail always pointing away from the 

sun - e.g: Halley's Planet.  

- Comets are made of ice, small rocky particles 

and dust, and they also orbit the Sun.  

- The fuzziness visible around a comet is called its 

coma, and is caused by the substances on its 

surface changing from solids to gases as the 

comet gets closer to the Sun and heats up.  

- The Sun’s rays then shine though the gases and 

make them visible to observers as the coma and 

tail of the comet. 

- Comets, on the other hand, are found a little 

farther out in the Kuiper Belt, which is beyond 

the orbit of Neptune  

- They are 300 billion kilometers from the Sun. 

There are over 3,000 currently known comets. 

- When a comet approaches the inner planets, it 

is warmed by the Sun. When this happens, it 

begins to melt and throws out dust and gas. This 

creates a head and the tail.  
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- The tail is the part of the comet we see in the 

sky. The tail always points away from the Sun.  

- This means that sometimes the tail is behind 

the comet and sometimes it in front. It all 

depends on whether the comet is travelling 

towards or away from the Sun. 

Meteors (Shooting Stars): Meteors are small 

bodies that enter the earth's atmosphere. They 

get heated up and evaporated before reaching the 

earth's surface due to the air resistance provided 

by the atmosphere. Meteors that reach earth's 

surface are called Meteorites. 

- A meteor, sometimes called a shooting star or 

falling star, is actually a space rock that is 

crashing through Earth's atmosphere. 

 

What’s the difference between a meteor, 

meteoroid and meteorite? 

They’re all related to the flashes of light called 

“shooting stars” sometimes seen streaking across 

the sky. But we call the same object by different 

names, depending on where it is. 

Meteoroids are objects in space that range in 

size from dust grains to small asteroids. Think of 

them as “space rocks." 

When meteoroids enter Earth’s atmosphere (or 

that of another planet, like Mars) at high speed 
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and burn up, the fireballs or “shooting stars” are 

called meteors. 

When a meteoroid survives a trip through the 

atmosphere and hits the ground, it’s called a 

meteorite. 

 

 

The Asteroid Belt is between the orbits of Jupiter and Mars. 

       

Ceres - The largest object in the Asteroid Belt, Ceres is now classified 

as a dwarf planet 
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https://nineplanets.org/comets/ 

 

 

KUIPER BELT 

Just outside of Neptune’s orbit is a ring of icy 

bodies. It is called the Kuiper Belt. 

https://nineplanets.org/comets/
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This is where you’ll find dwarf planet Pluto. It’s 

the most famous of the objects floating in the 

Kuiper Belt.  

The Kuiper Belt is a large region in the cold, outer 

reaches of our solar system beyond the orbit of 

Neptune.   

It's one of the places where comets come from. 

 

The Kuiper Belt is a source of comets 

http://samanthagouldson.com/whats-the-difference-between-an-
asteroid-a-comet-and-a-meteor/  

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/solar-system/kuiper-belt/in-depth/ 

http://www.sun.org/encyclopedia/asteroids-meteoroids-meteors-

meteorites-comets 

https://www.livescience.com/difference-between-asteroids-comets-
and-meteors.html 
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